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Dmitry A. Dzilno elected to ETG Board of Directors
Board elections at Membership Assembly

The new ETG Board of Directors 

(left to right): Dmitry Dzilno 

(Applied Materials), Martin 

Rostan (Beckhoff Automation) 

and Dr. Peter Heidrich (Pforzheim 

University of Applied Sciences)

Dmitry A. Dzilno from Applied Materials (AMAT) was elected as Hutflesz’s suc-

cessor on the Board of Directors. As head of control technology for the Platform 

Engineering Division, Dzilno recognized the exciting potential that EtherCAT 

offered for the semiconductor industry at a very early stage and made AMAT 

one of the founding members of ETG in 2003. Dzilno has been instrumental in 

making EtherCAT the leading fieldbus in chip manufacturing. He is currently 

Head of Engineering at the ALD Division as Managing Director and Senior Prin-

cipal Member of Technical Staff at AMAT.

Dr. Peter Heidrich, Professor of Engineering at Pforzheim University of Applied 

Sciences, and Martin Rostan, Executive Director of ETG, were confirmed in con-

tinuing their roles on the Board of Directors.

The ETG has a new member on its Board of Directors: During the SPS IPC Drives 

2018 exhibition in Nuremberg, Germany, Dmitry A. Dzilno of Applied Materials 

was elected to the post by the assembled representatives of ETG member 

companies.

He succeeds Erich Hutflesz, who has been active on the ETG Board of Directors 

since 2005. During the 13 years that Hutflesz has contributed to the develop-

ment of ETG, the organization has grown from 241 to more than 5,000 mem-

bers. A champion of EtherCAT since the beginning, the departing ETG board 

member now oversees the functional safety of hydraulic presses at Schuler 

Pressen GmbH – originally an EtherCAT pilot project – and is no longer available 

for a new term as a result. The Membership Assembly decided to honor Erich 

Hutflesz with an honorary ETG membership for his many years of service. 
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ETG welcomes WITRON 
as 5,000th member

New milestone in membership development reached

Intralogistics system provider WITRON Logistics + Informatics GmbH is member 

number 5,000 of the ETG. ETG’s strong membership growth is not slowing down 

even 15 years after its foundation: More than 500 new members have joined 

in 2018 alone.

Josef Uschold, Head of PLC Development, explains why WITRON chose 

EtherCAT: “For WITRON, it is essential to deploy the fastest and most deter-

ministic fieldbus with simple configuration, installation and integrated diag-

nostics. The decision to select EtherCAT was the logical conclusion. Further-

more, EtherCAT is characterized by a very stable data flow and can be reliably 

transmitted via optical data transceivers. The technology is future-proof and 

the preferred standard of numerous drive manufacturers.”

WITRON is a medium-sized family-owned company based in Upper Palatinate in 

Bavaria, and as a general contractor, specializes in the planning and production 

of logistics and material flow systems. Founded in 1971, WITRON is now one of 

the world's market leaders in the planning, realization and operation of highly 

dynamic storage and picking systems used in intralogistics applications.

ETG now offers vendor-independent diagnosis interface

Release of new specification

Diagnostics is one of the most important functions of a modern fieldbus system. 

EtherCAT provides extensive diagnostic information both at the hardware and 

software levels. An outstanding EtherCAT feature is the ability to not only detect 

errors but also to precisely locate them. Furthermore, diagnostic routines test 

the quality of the communication and help easily detect internal errors in slaves, 

wrong cabling order, damaged cables or EMC interference.

The ETG has now specified a new vendor-independent diagnostics interface, 

which allows third-party tools to access diagnostic information from EtherCAT 

networks. The software-based interface can be implemented in controllers 

offered by any device manufacturer, which makes it an interesting feature to 

vendors of both master devices and diagnostic tools. The interface is easy to 

implement with a small software footprint, so it is even suitable for embedded 

devices with limited memory.

The standardized interface allows access to EtherCAT network diagnostic infor-

mation for both hardware and software. Through the information provided by 

this new interface, diagnostic tools or HMIs can retrieve the EtherCAT network 

topology information, compare it with the expected configuration and detect 

communication interruptions and disturbances, as well as unexpected state 

changes. The diagnosis interface enables master-independent access to EtherCAT diagnostic data

The specification ETG.1510 “Profile for Master Diagnosis Interface” enhances 

the “EtherCAT Master Classes” specification and extends the EtherCAT Master 

Object Dictionary already defined in the “Modular Device Profile” specification. 

Likewise, the access mechanism makes use of the already specified Mailbox 

Gateway functionality. Based on already existing standards, the new profile is 

therefore easy and straightforward to implement.

Executive Director of ETG Martin Rostan presents WITRON’s Josef Uschold 

with a trophy as a sign of appreciation 


