
ETG        PC Control 03 | 2022
|

ETG member Glen Fry, ESM Australia, 

sent this picture from SPS Italia.

After the pandemic brought things to an abrupt halt, trade fairs are now 

starting again in Europe as face-to-face events and with the participation of 

the EtherCAT Technology Group. The first event was SPS Italia in Parma, where 

the ETG has been presenting the EtherCAT technology at its booth for 10 years. 

And already here it became clear what had been missing in the previous two 

years: Although a lot of information can be shared on online and one can also 

reach those who cannot come to the fair, a webinar cannot replace the direct 

exchange on site. The ETG team in Italy was surprised that even Glen Fry, 

Managing Director of ETG member company ESM Australia, used his European 

vacation to learn about the latest developments at the SPS fair and to refresh 

contact with ETG! It is a pity that his wife does not fully share his enthusiasm 

for EtherCAT and control technology...

ETG was again at Hannover Messe, which was postponed to the beginning of 

June: 48 co-exhibitors with more than 500 different EtherCAT products were 

represented at the joint booth. Although the strongly international event saw 

fewer attendees, largely due to the general travel restrictions, the number of 

visitors at the ETG booth was comparable to 2019. And the Hermes Award, 

one of the most highly endowed technology prizes in the world, presented at 

Hannover Messe, became an EtherCAT home game: Of the three nominated 

products, two were directly EtherCAT-based and the third – a connector system 

– was suitable for EtherCAT. 

At the Embedded World trade fair in Nuremberg, which was also postponed to 

June, there was again a real trade fair feeling: good attendance, many discus-

sions and great interest in EtherCAT also as an embedded bus system. The fair 

is a meeting point for developers, so the questions about EtherCAT are often 

very implementation specific. It is good that there are many technology experts 

in the ETG team who can meet the development engineers at eye level and 

support their projects.

The EtherCAT developer compatibility meetings – commonly called “Plug 

Fests” – had to be replaced by online interoperability test weeks in 2021. The 

format, which alternated a full week of webinars, expert meetings and remote 

test sessions, was extremely well received by ETG members. Nevertheless, the 

45 attendees at the first “real” Plug Fest since 2019 were happy to meet again 

“IRL” (in real life, that is). The European EtherCAT Plug Fest took place in early 

July, hosted this time by Weidmüller in Paderborn, Germany. Further Plug Fests 

are planned this year in the USA and Japan.

Full house at the ETG Member 

Meeting Korea

EtherCAT Technology Group:  
Europe and Asia are back!

©
 G

le
n 

Fr
y

©
 M

ar
tin

 R
os

ta
n



More information:
www.ethercat.org
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EtherCAT booth at  

Hannover Messe 2022

“Real” meetings also in Japan and Korea

After a two-year break, the annual ETG Member Meetings in Korea and Japan 

could again be held as in-person events. In Japan, participants reported taking 

a Shinkansen for the meeting for the first time in years. Also getting into the 

country continues to be challenging. The face-to-face meetings were very 

well received by members. the meetings were similarly well attended to their 

pre-pandemic counterparts. Members are informed about the work and results 

of the technical working groups, the development of the ETG, and global trends 

in industrial communications. In his presentation, Martin Rostan, Executive  

Director of ETG, emphasized the importance of continuity in the technological 

development of EtherCAT: The careful downward-compatible further devel-

opment of the technology leads to investment security and is an important 

contribution to the global success of the technology. EtherCAT is increasingly 

benefiting from the technology disruptions that others are bringing about with 

new versions, he added. Local ETG members presented exceptional EtherCAT 

applications, demonstrating the wide range of possibilities offered by EtherCAT.

Participants at this year’s  

European EtherCAT Plugfest  

in Paderborn, Germany
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